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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 5679 
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SUBJECT: LISBON SUV DEMONSTRATION SHAKES PORTUGUESE MILITARY 

REF: (A) LISBON 5569 DTG 221424Z SEP 75 
(B) LISBON 5631 DTG 241717Z SEP 75 

SUMMARY: REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL ANNOUNCED THIS MORNING (SEPT 
26) ESTABLISHMENT OF MILITARY INTERVENTION GROUP, PROBABLY 
IN RESPONSE TO SEPT 25 SUV DEMONSTRATION AND SUBSEQUENT FREE- 
ING OF TWO MILITARY PRISONERS. COMMANDER OF NEW GROUP WORKED 
WITH CDR. VICTOR CRESPO IN MOZAMBIQUE. ORGANIZATION OF GROUP, 
WHICH WILL BE DIRECTLY UNDER PRESIDENT IN HIS CAPACITY AS ARMED 
FORCES CHIEF OF STAFF, LOOKS LIKE VOTE OF NO CONFIDENCE IN COPCON 
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COMMANDER CARVALHO. IT MAY ALSO BE SLAP AT ARMY CHIEF FABIAO 
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FOR HIS FAILURE TO TAKE EFFECTIVE ACTION TO RESTORE DISCIPLINE 
IN BARRACKS. SUV DEMONSTRATION IS FLAGRANT CHALLENGE TO AU- 
THORITY, WHICH MILITARY CANNOT AFFORD TO IGNORE. END SUMMARY. 

1. RC CREATES NEW GROUP: REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL ANNOUNCED AT 
7:00 A.M. SEPT 26 THE FORMATION OF MILITARY INTERVENTION GROUP 
(AGRUPAMENTO MILITAR DE INTER VENC AO- AMI). AMI WILL FUNCTION 
DIRECTLY UNDER PRESIDENT AND IS PRESUMABLY IN RESPONSE TO SEPT 
25 DEMONSTRATION BY RADICAL SOLDIERS ORGANIZATION SOLDIERS 
UNITED WILL WIN (SOLDADOS UNIDOS VENCERAO - SUV). COMMANDER 
OF AMI IS BG NUNO MELO EGIDIO FORMER PROVINCIAL GOVERNOR IN 
MOZAMBIQUE UNDER VITOR CRESPO. ALTHOUGH AUTHORITY AND MANDATE 
OF NEW UNIT ARE NOT KNOWN, IT WILL HAVE TROOPS FROM ALL 

THREE SERVICES. 

2. LISBON SUV DEMONSTRATION: ANNOUNCEMENT OF MILITARY INTER- 
VENTION GROUP CAME ON HEELS OF LARGE SEPT 25 DEMONSTRATION IN 
LISBON SPONSORED BY RADICAL SUV. DATT ESTIMATES THAT AS MANY AS 
30,000 - INCLUDING ABOUT 1,000 UNIFORMED MILITARY - TOOK PART 

IN DEMONSTRATION. MAJORITY WERE FROM RALIS AND MP'S. DEMON- 
STRATORS GATHERED IN DOWNTOWN LISBON AT 7:30 P.M. MARCHERS 
WOUND THEIR WAY THROUGH CITY IN ROUTE THAT PASSED BY OFFICES 
OF NEWSPAPER "REPUBLICA" AND RADIO STATION "RADIO RENASCENSA." 

AT RADIO STATION MARCHERS, LED BY SOLDIERS, STOPPED TO SING "IN- 
TERNATIONALE", THEN CONTINUED TO EDWARD VII PARK. MARCH DIS- 
CIPLINE WAS UNIFORMLY EXCELLENT. GROUP WAS LED BY MILITARY 
POLICE JEEPS; SOLDIERS AND CIVILIANS FORMED CORDON ALONG ROUTE 
OF MARCH. 

3. THEMES: THEMES OF DEMONSTRATION CENTERED AROUND SUV 
MANIFESTO (REF A). MOST IMPORTANT INCLUDED: TRANSFORMATION 

OF PORTUGUESE ARMY INTO "POPULAR REVOLUTIONARY ARMY," PURGING 
OF "REACTIONARY" OFFICERS; AND UNITY WITH OTHER "POPULAR" 
ORGANIZATIONS, SUCH AS NEIGHBORHOOD AND WORKERS' COMMITTEES. 

THE "LIBERATION" OF TWO SUV ORGANIZERS (SEE BELOW) WAS NOT 
ONE OF THE INITIAL THEMES OF THE DEMONSTRATION. 

4. RELEASE OF SUV MEMBERS: DECISION BY DEMONSTRATORS TO GO 
TO NEARBY TRAFARIA PRISON TO DEMAND RELEASE OF TWO SOLDIERS 
DETAINED EARLIER IN WEEK IN MAFRA FOR PASSING OUT SUV LITERATURE 
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APPEARED TO EMBOFF ON SCENE TO HAVE BEEN UNPLANNED. SPEAKER 
AT EDUARDO VII PARK REFERRED TO PROPOSAL FOR "SECOND DEMONSTRATION" 
TO FREE TWO SOLDIERS, SCHEDULED FOR FOLLOWING DAY. SEVERAL IN- 
DIVIDUALS IN CROWD DEMANDED DEMONSTRATORS PROCEED IMMEDIATELY 
TO THE PRISON. WITHIN MINUTES MARCH LEADERS WERE INSTRUCTING 
DEMONSTRATORS TO COMMANDEER BUSES AND OTHER TRANSPORT AND TO PRO- 
CEED TO THE PRISON. PARK WAS CLEARED WITHIN TEN MINUTES. 
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5. SEVERAL THOUSAND FROM ORIGINAL CROWD, TRAVELLING IN ASSORT- 
MENT OF COMMANDEERED VEHICLES, GATHERED AT PRISON. PRISON 
COMMANDER ORIGINALLY REFUSED DEMAND THAT PRISONERS BE FREED. 

TWO PRISONERS WERE FINALLY RELEASED AT 2:25 A.M. AFTER ORDER 
WAS RECEIVED FROM COPCON COMMANDER CARVALHO. THE TWO MADE 
BRIEF SPEECHES TO THE CROWD, AND THEN JOINED CONVOY, WHICH RETURNED 
TO LISBON. 

6. OTELO'S ROLE: UPON HIS ARRIVAL IN LISBON FROM SWEDEN 

A FEW HOURS BEFORE THE SUV DEMONSTRATION, OTELO TOLD PRESS HE 
QUESTIONED UTILITY OF SUV, SUGGESTING THAT IT MIGHT SPLIT 
ARMED FORCES UNITY, THEREBY SERVING REACTION. THESE REMARKS 
WERE OVERSHADOWED, HOWEVER, BY HIS COMMENTS ON RECENT THEFT 
OF ARMY G-3 AUTOMATIC RIFLES (REF B). OTELO REPORTEDLY STATED: 

"IF THEY WERE IN THE HANDS OF THE RIGHT, I WOULD CONSIDER 
THAT DANGEROUS. BUT AS THEY ARE IN THE HANDS OF THE LEFT, 

AS FAR AS I'M CONCERNED THEY'RE IN GOOD HANDS." 

7. COMMENT: EXCELLENT ORGANIZATION OF DEMONSTRATION INDICATES 
THAT EXPERIENCED PEOPLE WERE INVOLVED. PCP HAS COOPERATED WITH 
SUV ORGANIZERS, AND PCP S CONSIDERABLE TALENTS FOR ORGANIZING 
SUCH EVENTS WERE EVIDENT. 

8. CREATION OF NEW MILITARY ORGANIZATION UNDER COMMAND OF 
BG MELO EGIDIO IS SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT. MELO EGIDIO WORKED 
UNDER VICTOR CRESPO IN MOZAMBIQUE. CREATION OF AMI APPEARS TO BE 
VOTE OF NO CONFIDENCE IN COPCON COMMANDER CARVALHO. 

ACTION MAY BE SLAP AT ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF FAB I AO AS WELL. 

FAB I AO HAS TALKED A GREAT DEAL ABOUT PROBLEM OF DISCIPLINE 
BUT FAILED NOTABLY TO TAKE DECISIVE ACTION TO REINFORCE IT IN 
BARRACKS. KEY QUESTION IS RELATIONSHIP OF NEW ORGANIZATION 
TO COPCON AND NEW ORGANIZATION'S AUTHORITY AND MANDATE. COM- 
MUNIST-DOMINATED EMISSORA NACIONAL, IN REPORTING ANNOUNCEMENT 
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THIS MORNING, SPECULATED ABOUT POSSIBLE EFFECT CREATION OF 
NEW GROUP WOULD HAVE OPON OTELO AND COPCON. WHAT IS 
SURE IS THAT SUV DEMONSTRATION AND FREEING OF SOLDIERS IS 
FLAGRANT CHALLENGE TO AUTHORITY WHICH MILITARY AND NEW 
GOVERNMENT CANNOT AFFORD TO IGNORE. 

CARLUCCI 
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